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The President says: 5

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

and the year is 1995! We have clsoed 1994 with a sense of accomplishment
in our historical society. Our speakers were very interesting as they
related events concerning Moore's Creek Battleground; reviewed a host

of antiques with the Mercer Girls; Fortieth Birthday celebration of our
society and Mr. Bartly at BRunswicktown and an account of "Early visitors
along the Cape Fear" by Mrs. Holden. All meetings were well attended and
enjoyed very much.

We start the new year, February 13, 1995, 7:30 pm at Leland Town Hall with
Mrs. Lucille Blake as she tells us of "Early Plantations along the Cape
Fear and Lockwood Folly area." Mark your calendar.

May 15, 1995 will be a dinner meeting at Thomas Seafood REstaurant,
Calabash N.C at 6:30 pm, and the meeting will begin at 7:30 pmiGE My CI7B,

Berry will be the speaker of the evening on various places and people of
Brunswick County, especially the southern part.

gay we pledge together to ever make the history of our BRunswick County
nown.- s, wgEsiie

Thank you for your concern,help, and fellowship.
your President:

Lottie Ludlum

***_************&******'***************************************************

ANNOUNCEMENTS AT A GLANCE

Our own Mrs. Lucille Blake donated her personal copies of the "Southport
Leader, 1890-1986" to the New Hanover County Library, Wilmington N.C.

Tuesday, February 21, 1995 (7:00 pm, 105 Bear Hall, UNCW) Ron Bremer of Salt
Lake City, Utah will give one of his very popular mini-genealogy
seminars. Mr. Bremer travels about 65,000 miles a year and averages five
seminars a week. In his travels he has picked up countless genealogical
tips on little known sources from all over the United States and he loves
to field questions. Bring a friend- Mr. Bremer is not only knowledgeable,
but very entertaining.

Tuesday, March 21, 1995 (7:00 pm, 105 Bear Hall, UNCW) Weynette Haun, author
of countless volumes of North Carolina genealogical abstracts, will speak
on court minutes. Mrs. Haun's contributions to to North Carolina
genealogy are immeasurable. She is a former recipient of the North
Carolina Genealogical Society's life time contribution award.




BRUNSWICK COUNTY
1860 RICE PLANTATION
ECONOMY

by
John B. Wells, III

In 1860, rice plantations occupied the river banks in the Town Creek, Smith-
ville, and Northwest districts of the county, leaving the interior lands to
the turpentiners and smaller planters. These rice plantations were the rich
and beautiful places that many Northerners seem to think that all Southerners
owned at one time or another, and that most Southerners wish they had owned.
But, how lucrative were these Brunswick county rice operations? Were the rice
planters actually the comfortably wealthy, or was the plantation a financial
burden? An examination of any one plantation would give an incomplete view
of the system's overall success or failure. Therefore, nine rice places have
been selected &t random and an average "Brunswick Rice Plantation" has been
formlated from them. This composite plantation gives a fairly concrete
'answer to the planters' financisl question.

On the plantation, the homes, outbuildings, slaves, and stock, constituted a

tremendous investment by the planter in his place. Owen D. Holmes paid

- $24,560 in 1860 for only one-third of the 73 slaves and 5,56C acres of Kendall

Plantation. In 1854, T. C. Miller bought the 8,693 acre Orton Plantation for

$100,000. This was the largest of the rice plantations, but even this price

gid not include the 1Ll slaves on the place, which were valued at an additional
72,000.

The return on this huge investment is somewhat difficult to calculate. The
net income from the rice place had many variables to be considered and re-
grettably, no plantation record books have survived. Certain information is
availiable which can'give an idea of just how well the planter fared.

: § 1 ]
First, the income of the rice plantation must be calculated. The following
table presents |the nine random plantations, their 1860 rice crops, their value,
and the planters investment in the plantations in real estate value:

1860 RICE
OWNER PLANTATION CROP RICE VALUE REAL ESTATE VALUE
James Moore Belvedere L3L,100 $ 9,765 $13,000
John G. Hall Mulberry 297,000 $ 5,946 $ 9,462
Michael Bryan  Oreen Banks 153,000 $ 3,035 $ 5,500
H. N. Howard Dalrymple 143,532 $ 2,943 $10,LL5S
W. Watters Clarendon L3L,808 $ 8,833 $16,000
T. Cowan 0ld Town 270,000 $ 5,L85 “$12,000
T. McIlhenny Asperne 86),000 $17,553 $83,600
T. Miller . Orton 561,000 $15,704 il &
T. Meares ' 'The Bluffs 86l,000 $17,958 $27,000

Five of the plantations listed had other industry on the place in addition
to their rice culture. These were sources of additional income: %9

OWNER ¥ il INDUSTRIES ! 29&3!92
M. Bryan G Turpentine ($75C) . § 750
H. Howard Grist Mill ($562), Turpentine($2625) $3,187
T, McIlhenny Orist Mil1($225C), Saw Mill ($100L)  $3,25L
T, Miller Orist Mili1($225C) $2,250
T. Meares ;i OGrist Mill ($900C) $ 900
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A composite plantation, derived from the average of the nine above, contained
2,718 acres of land, 77 slaves, a rice crop worth $9,691.33, and a real estate
value of $34,626. The outside industry added another $1,149 in income. The
total income on the composite plantation, from rice and other outside industry
was $10,840,33,

Most planters, however, did not confine themselves to the plantation for income.
T. C. Miller of Orton had a law office in Wilmington, and had his overseer
working additional land for him. 1In 1860, Miller Mad $38,000 worth of land
and slaves under the independent direction of W. Madge, his ‘overseer.

F. J. Lord of Beauchoi invested in finance. This is evident from records of
his buying and selling shares in the Bank of Cape Fear in 1860 to aid in
payment of spme personal debts. All the planters had an additional source of
income in his slave population. Most of the planters made frequent trips to
‘the market at Fayetteville. The Western states were clammering for additional
8laves and the rice planters were only too glad to oblige with their yearly
surplus. Book "S" of the Brunswick County Deeds records several sales. A
typical transaction would be the sale of "0 slaves of the estate of Nathaniel
Galloway sold to Thomas Galloway of Jackson City, Mississippi, by George Swain
«ssess" Every year on Dec. 31, the "surplus head" of slave children from John
Hill's Lilliput Plantation were driven to Fayetteville to be sold on New Year's
Day. In November of 1860, a two or three year old slave girl would bring any-
where from $200 to $350. A young girl for twenty years would easily sell for
$2,20C. These surplus slaves were so important to the planters' livelihood
that on some plantations women who were the most 'fertile' were kept away from
the fields to concentrate on having children. In 183y, N. Caulkins, who claimed
to have worked eleven years as a carpenter on plantations near Wilmington,
wrote a testimonial in which he declared that, "a planter offered 2 white man
of my acquaintance twenty dollars for every one of his female slaves, whom he
would get intﬁhe family way."

There are nof?iact:figures, however, to show specifically how much additional
income was mapé from these outside activities. One slave, bought or sold,
could make oven $1,00C difference in a planter's income. For the sake of con-
venience, we £§£1?b5nclude that the composite plantation we're dealing with

had only the income derived from plantation sources.

i

But, in order that a true picture of the planter's monetary success is
presented, the necessary expenses of the plantation mst be subtracted from
the $10,840.33 income. Such costs as salaries, medical attention, food,
slave clothes, and general farm upkeep mst be considered.

Most places employed whites to run the rice threshers and mills which
necessitated the outlay of their salaries., The nine representative plantations
employed sixty-four whites with a total monthly salary of $535.

YN

_ FREE EMPLOYEES
OWNER . PLANTATION MALE FEMALE MONTHLY PAYROLL
James Moore | Belvedere 2 2 $ 36
John Hall ' Mulberry 1 1 $ 28
M, Bryan * Oreen Banks 3 10 $ 50
H. Howard | Dalrymple 7 0 $ 90
W. Waters ' Clarendon 1 L $ Lo
T. Cowan ;01d Town 2 0 $ 25
T, McIlhenny , Asperne 5 5 $112
T. Miller . Orton 3 2 $ 99
3 13 $ 55

T. Meares ? The Bluffs



r.n, from the above nine, employed seven free workers
$713 28 in 1860
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;ff ense must be &dded the upkeep of the slave population.
p'ulation was seventy-seven, each of whom had to be fed,
I ( A‘_‘f% Although the rice plantation did make some attempt
E;Tax self sur-ﬁ]‘aux.‘,_wra151ng some food crops, the planters seemed more in-
13l terested i‘[“’ Agiaiprofit from the rice than feeding the slaves. "A peck
%’ ;of corn me?, and |t ree or four pounds of salt pork or bacon comprised the
| y|allowande of the great majority of adult slaves. These rations,
i@ 1y added a few supplementary items, usually provided
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ient bulk but improper balance." Thus, using this allowance,
n ::;$n s 77 slaves would need 1001 bushels of corn and
acon or salt pork a year., The amount of corn produced on
| nine plantations in 1860 was 327.8 bushels. In 1860,
:“ﬂop the avemage of the plantations amounting to approxi-
8 of pork if all were slaughtered for slave food. This
s'j“j’iﬁieﬁcy on the composite place of 673.2 bushels of corn and
‘pp\r& .:This defeciency had to be made up out of the profit,
zeanm, $1 128 expenditure in 1860. The clothing for a slave
ol iy about $7 per hand and $539 for seventy-seven slaves, and
':Témbunﬁed to just over one dollar per slave.

R e T e e =

-jﬂgpsesto the planter was the all-important overseer's salary
’-Abmord of the salaries paid to Brunswick County overseers in

. al salary ... from $100 to $1, 200 in addition to
;,,."allowance of corn and pork, and a slave servant,”
‘J-ﬁﬁafe estimate of a Brunswick overseer would be around

'y ,effétion was taxes. Both the state and county levied
| &nd slaves. In 1860, the composite plantation had real
#“' 6 (see first table) and 47 polls (A) to be taxed.
ere 1iC cents for every $100 of real estate and 80 cents
' f‘oor tax was 11 cents for every $100 real property and

0P SN IS TR — AR P S

| taxes were 20 cents on each $100 and 80 cents a poll.
”.,k‘e;fﬂ?efswick County taxes for the composite plantation would
0. EJ&rding to this schedule.

salariee of white labor
clothes, slaves

house slaves

medical ($1.00 per slave)
feed slaves

overseer's salary

taxes

TOTAL EXPENSES
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lina rice plantations paid around $1,000 a year and Georgia

y/and the school tax was 6 cents for every $100 and 11 cents
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?When these expenses'are subtracted from the plantation's income the result-

‘'ing figure ;s $6,636.93. This amount does not include such considerations

ompute since most planters

« But even without these

H above figure is a fairly accurate ascounting of the Brunswick
irdce planter'ls: ineome. How successful the composite plantation was with
iithis incomegﬁp?ﬁﬁﬂfédﬁlt to determine. In 1860, according to several lead-
, Ian economi@?h@éﬁqb ans, a mildly successful rice plantation could expect a
ireturn of 6 - “r¢@h¢ﬁeych year on its total investment in land and slaves.
The compositelplantation, in 1860, was worth $34,626 in real estate and ap-
‘!bboximatelyrsﬁi‘«,f'ihfblaves, totaling an investment of $96,226. The 1860
,‘ﬁincome of $Q§“§§w 318 roughly 6.9 percent of the total investment making
iEirice plantat@ﬁﬁsg?’ 'mildly successful on the average.

1l Rl

In 1860, mosiﬁofﬁihe‘ﬁlanters seemed {0 be successful although concrete proof
is lacking. In ithe ‘mid-1850's Dr. Frederick Hill of Orton was able to con-
(tribute $300 toward the building of a new court house at Smithville. In 1860
Fk. + Howard of Dalrymple voluntarily equipped the 39th Regiment of the North
‘Carolina for the expected hostilities, A. J. Hill presented Mrs. Owen Holmes
of Kendal two islaves worth over $1,000 in May of 1859 as a gift. John Taylor
Of the Oaks Flantation gave George Harriss, Owen, 16 years, for him "to keep,
hold, and employ ”QQd to do with him as =he= will."

i

| 4n 1860 failed to'include them in their journals
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€ry xnblings of financial troubles. Between 1658 ang 1860,

Avion was sold. S. Everitt sold Asperme to T. McIlhenny

as sold, and James Moore sold 37 acres of his

0. 'F. J. Lord sold his 1860 and 1861 rice crops in 1859,

3 the Bank of Cape Fear and some miles for a promissory

yil for $5,857.46, Notes of this type were common and are

:.q@~a§ ick and New Hanover County records.
i ) ;IL‘H i IR

||| Although the evidence is rather sketchy and the financial survey at best
incomplete, it can'be said that the plantations of Brunswick County dealing

, : : $6,636 in 1860 could
not support the planter and his family in the manner they sought, with the
accompanying luxuries, trips, food, etc. Even if the figure is revised to
‘eorrespond with today's prices the planter would still be no better off than
'upper middle;class." Thus we can safely assume that the Brunswick County
rice planter, din 1860, could not be dependent on his Place to provide him
‘with the money for his "social station" and thus meny planters became doctors,
3

lawyers, slavéff&é@qrs,"and financiers to supplement their incomes.
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SAD ACCIDENT.
Screreny ' (), Feb,,
Messrs Filitors:
A sad accident occurred on the 3rd.

instant at this place to Mrs. Rebecea
Clemmong, mother of Mr. A. DI.
Clemmons, Sr. While going about
attendimg to her houschold  duties,
Mrs: Clemmons in some  way fell and
broke her thigh bone, also dislocating
her hip.  She is now under the care
and goud treatment of our well known
D. B. McNeil, and is resting
as comfortably as could be expected.

doctor,

P Mrs. Clemmons is S8 years of age and |

has lived in this nc'ighburh')od as long
as | can remember.  She has always
been a friend to the needy and oceu.
pres a warm spot in the hearts of all
who know her. Wes
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Southport Leader
1892
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Membership dues are now payable for the 1995 calendar year. Please fill
LA\ out the attached form and mail it to the society post office box or bring
you payment to the ngxt'meeting. If you mail your payment in, please
address the envelope !Attention David Bennett '
. i d (g

N
1 it R i ;
nclosed is a‘ eck’ for members Historical
ociety for, the calendar year |ofiif ;
4 FEVES | 118 F : ) %
/Make Checks payable: to Brunswick County Historical Society,
. P.O. 874, ShallbttevN.C., 28459.
>]ease send?NEWéLETTER to: |
{istate. . Li@lp
(  . /o0 =
N individual-$10:00, 1ife-$20+06-
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UNDER THE GENEALOGY TREE (CONT.)

Don't overlook the fact that newspapers are often a good source of information
when you're doing genealogy. Obituaries give clues to death and birth dates as well
as parents and siblings.H0ccasionally the mention of a town or state will give you
an ideéa about a new place to search. The personal column gives information about
marriages"and births. Human interest stories are entertaining reading as well as
informative. All secondary soOUTCES should be checkgd for accuracy. One of the people
mentioned in the May 25, 1939 article verified the incident and made corrections.
John W. Lancaster was a farmer of the Supply community and only one daughter-in-
law, Veuna Lancaster, was with them. Rev. and Mrs. B. R. Page of Southport were
visiting in the area of the day after the incident and carried the information back

to the newspaper in Southport. The Wilmington Morning Star copied the article.

BACK IN PRINT ¢ BACK IN PRINT ¢ BACK IN PRINT

GENEALOGICAL and HISTORICAL RESEARCH
BOX 446 « ROANOKE RAPIDS, NC 27870
NG Orders add 6% Sales Tax

0 :
z : oy
o At Long Last and Available Sept 1, 1994 z
—| Province of North Carolina 1663 - 1729 Abstracts of i
Q Land Patents a colony - wide volume of more than 3400 z
5| abstracts of land patents from the Proprietary period made %
&‘g from records on file in the Secretary of State's Land Grant =
.| - Office in Raleigh = dually indexed with more than 25,000 g
il references to surnames and_.plaé;es 6 X 9 size, 384 pages, .
Z| Map, Soft Cover $32.00 post paid. ()E
EZ % X

- ORDER FROM %
Z MARGARET M. HOFMANN =
= A
- A
5 5
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