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HOW ELECTRICITY CAME TO BRUNSWICK COUNTY

On the Permit of Incorporation duly filed and sealed by Mr. D.S. Weaver, Secretary of the North
Carolina Rural Electrification Authority on the 21st day of February 1939, on the line that reads
LA said corporation to be called----------, Electric Membership Corporation”, the word “Brunswick”
was inserted.

The official papers estimated 138 miles of lines: - 113 in Brunswick County and 25 in Columbus. Four
hundred and one members were already signed, and there was a good prospect of 187 more. It was
estimated that all 588 members would average 66 kilowatts each per month, giving a grand total usage
per year of 466,500 kilowatts.

On March 6th, 1939, Misters T.T. Ward, R.D. Bennett, R.D. White, C.P. Willetts, L.C. Stanley, Fred
Lay, S.P. Fipps, G.K. Lewis and Fronis Strickland met and signed certain papers and affixed his notary
seal. These papers carried the name of “Brunswick Electric Membership Corporation”.

The Certificate of Incorporation was filed with the Secretary of the State of North Carolina on March
9, 1939---recorded by the clerk of Superior Court of Brunswick County on March 16, 1939---and with the
Clerk of Superior Court of Columbus County on March 13, 1939. And thus Brunswick Electric Member-
ship Corporation came into official being. _

The first meeting of the corporation was on March 18, 1929 at the Shallotte School. Present were R.D.
Bennett, Fronis Strickland, G.K. Lewis, Fred Lay, L.C. Stanley, R.D. White, T.T. Ward, S.P. Fipps and
C.P. Willetts.

The first order of business was the election of officers, as follows:

C.P. Willetts of Bolivia was elected President

S.P. (Teeney) Fipps of Tabor City - Vice President

T.T. Ward of Longwood - Secretary and Treasurer

The By-Laws of the Corporation were read, reviewed, commented upon, and approved.

Mr. Teeney Fipps strongly urged that the next meeting be held at Guideway School in Colombus Coun-
ty. According to him, the people in that area were becoming interested in better lights, and wanted to
know more. Possibly the directors could meet directly after the general meeting.

The idea was aggreable to the other directors, and the date was set for March 27, 1939.
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Mr, Vannort met with the directors on August 8,1939, The salesman for
aluminum wire and supplies was there --- the salesman for copper wire and supplies
was there, Both were eager to make a sale,

The directors agreed that “conductors shall be of copper ---=",

Mr, Vannort was also authorized to negotiate terms and to preceed with a
contract with Tide Water Power Company of Wilmington for electricity for resale,

At a second meeting on August 31st bids for the construction of a distris
buticn system for Brunswick Electric Membership Corporatlion were reviewed and
discussed, and a contract with Melvin F, Burgess, Boone, N.C., for $119,738,20
was approved,

The first Annual Meeting of Brunswick Electric Membership Corporation
was held "at the office of BEMC in Shallotte at 6:00 pom. on the 2nd day of
September, 1939, pursuant to notice duly given to all members with the pro=
visions of the by=laws of said corporation, and all eleven directors were
present "being all of the members of said corporation, except one”.

Mr, T. T. Ward reported that the corporation had a bank balance of $§
$171,700 from REA available, no advance payments had been made, and that there
was §2,545 of collected membership funds on hand, ($2,545 divided by $5 membershp fee
indicates a potential of 509 $rospective consumers,)

Clerical work was beginning to accumulate and Miss Louise Gore was hired
for thirty days at $65,00 to take care of these clerical duties.

Qn.October 7th, Miss Eldise Buffkin was hired on a permanent basis as
bockkeeper-stenographer at the grand salary of $70,00 per month,

"Acting Superintendent" E. D, Bhshop was authorized to seek bids and to
purchase a truck for the cooperative,

At a meeting of the directors on November 4,1939, Mr, Frank Peebles from
the Rural Electrification Authority in Washington was present, He entered into
the discussion of hiring a permanent "Project Superinterdent",

It is recorded that "E. D, Bishop is hereby appointed permanent
superintendent for the priject, at a salary of $125;00 per month,” The
zuperintendent was also authorized to hire a maintenance man " at a salary
not te exceed $100,00 per month," and on December 2nd, Mr, E. M. Pearson was
hired as maintenance man at $100,00 per month,

Construction of a distribution system h,d been moving along briskly under
Mr, Burgess and his crew; a "glant" substation containing twec 50KYA and one 75KVA
transformers had been built at Bellwville; there was an abundance of local men
~ready to work on cotting right-of-way; all of the electricians and would-be
electricians were witing houses along the new lines -= a two=fuse~thirty ampere

switch box gnd cone ull=chain drop light in the middle cof each room was
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generally standard, Those who thought rashly and BIG, alsc installed a " plug=in"
for their wife's smoothing iron that she hoped to buy later,
Just before Christmas of December 1939, E. D, Bishop and E. M. Pearson
loaded the company pickup with meters and started house to house down the

road installing meters, And the light came on in Brunswick County,

= Excerpts from
THEN AND NOW
Brunswick Electric Membership Corporation

Marvin Lewis, Author

IF YOU KNOW, TELL IT LIKE IT WAS,

There are many questions about Bunrswick, Fer example:
How did Bolivia start and why does it have that name?
Who start the Brunswick County School System?
What happened to the railroad branch that externded into Brunswick County?
If you know anybody whc knows any answers to these questions, or has
written any answeres, or has a copy of any answere, send them to the editor of
LHEEWSLETTER,
| The Rev, R. T. Bliss
Rt. 1, Box 310
Ash, N,C, 28420

NEXT MWWTING

MONDAY ,  August 13th
at the Shallotte Presbyierian Churbh
8:00 p.m,
The Program to be presented bg Wm, G, Faulk of Brunswick Town




