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RUSSELLBOROUGH EXCAVATION COMPLETED

During the summer the excavation of the ruin of the mansion
known as Russellborough, Castle Dobbs, Castle Tryon and Bellfont,
was completed at Brunswick Town. One of the interesting features
of the ruin, besides the Dutchbrick floors and the tunnel to the river
from the cellar, was a brick-lined well inside one of the rooms
of the cellar. During excavation of the well a number of restorable
bottles were found, but most interesting of all was a large iron band
with an eye for suspension, with a number of hooks attached to the
rim. This band was apparently used to hang bottles of wine, buck-
ets of butter, or other items inside the cool well before serving.
When completely excavated the well was only six feet deep, and
<tood almost half full of water, revealing the high water table be-

\__eath the house, and supplying a clue to the function of the tunnel
as a drain.

In the southeast room of the cellar the remains of a burned
cabinet were found. As the fire consumed the house and its con- iy :
tents the cabinet burned, leaving only the hinges and locks to re- Objects lying on die fiser achlie Rinsell-
veal its position, along with its contents. Two wine bottles with borough ruin
"W Dry, Cape Fear, 1766" were lying side by side. Near-by were
a group of straight razor blades, a pair of brass dividers, and a
whole earthenware teacup, fragments of a patched porcelain teacup,
a copper tea-kettle, and a medicine bottle with its contents still in-
side, objects once held inside the destroyed cabinet.

In the adjoining room a flintlock pistol was lying among the
fallen plaster and charcoal and ashes from the burned West Indies
style mansion, the first complete pistol yet recovered from the
Brunswick Town ruins. As excavation progressed inside the north-
west room, a whole bottle was found against the foundation wall of :““”°th pistol on the floor at the Russell-
the house. This was the first whole bottle recovered at Brunswick, i
but this discovery was soon followed by the finding of several more
whole bottles that had been thrown against the outside of the brick-
lined well.

These objects and others recovered during the Russellborough
excavation will be on exhibit in the visitor center-museum soon to
e completed.

Stanley South, Archaeologist
N. C. Dept. of Archives & History

One of several bottles recovered from the ruin
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The Gause Tomb

By C. B. Berry
Crescent Beach, South Carolina

An unusual and interesting memorial to a family that was prominent in
the 1life and activities of Brunswick County in the Colonial Period can still
be seen on an old plantation site just five miles from Shallotte. The brick
burial tomb of John Julius Gause (1774-~1836) is located some 500 feet eastward
from a dirt road (State Road No. 1154) and about the same distance South of
the run of Jinnys Branch, It is also a little over a mile Northeast of the
entrance roads to Gause!'s Landing and Ocean Isle Beach.

The Gause families were first noted in North Carolina in Bertie Precinct
in the 1730's. One William Gause sold two tracts in that area in 1735 and in
1736, There is much evidence, although no proof for this record, to indicate
that this William Gause moved to what is now coastal Horry County, South Caro-
lina. The South Carolina Archives contain grants and plats of land granted to
William Gause shortly after he sold his lands in North Carolina in 1736. One
plat for 150 acres, bounded on all sides by vacant lands, was dated May 11, 1737,
Another plat for 250 acres shows the sea shore and the "diddle Swash", as White
Point Swash was known in those days. This Swash was later known as "Gause's
Inlet" or "Gause's Swash" and shows as such in many later deeds. The plat for
this 250 acre grant is also dated May 11, 1737. Gause's Swash, now White Point
Swash, is located at the present day Windy Hill Beach and you cross it on U. S.

Highway 17 when you drive South. It is adjacent to the Sherwood Forest family
camp ground,

In deeds and other old records in Charleston, South Carolina, William
Gause is referred to in South Carolina as an "Inn Keeper™. He was the ancestor
of the Gause families in Brunswick County as well as in Horry County. Very few
descendants with the Gause name remain in Brunswick County or in the Windy Hill
Beach area in South Carolina. However, there are many descendants scattered
throughout the nation, An o0ld Gause cemetery and a settlement of some of these
descendants exists today in Horry County between Red Bluff and the town of Loris.
Two of our Historical Society's members are known descendants of these Gause
families; Mrs. R. R. Stone (Erla Roberts Swain) and Mrs. J. A. McNeil (Gertrude
Gause), S

In recent times there have been some published records and articles that
help preserve the memory of the Gause families and the old Gause Tomb. 1In
1959, an interesting publication came out entitled LOWER CAPE FEAR GRAVE STONE
RECORDS, a collection by R. V. Asbury, Jr., Jeannette Cox St. Amand and Ida
Brooks Kellam. This record not only gives a sketch of the Gause Tomb with a
detailed description but also lists inscriptions from numerous grave markers
in the adjacent cemetery. On February 14, 1962, THE STATE PORT PILOT, Southport,
N. Ce published a long article entitled, "Gause Landing Has History" by Eugene
Fallon, This article included pictures of Gause Landing and the old tmb.

0ld William Gause, Senior, the Inn Keeper at Windy Hill Beach had six sons.
‘They were: William Gause, Jr., John Gause, Needham Gause, Charles Gause, Benjamin
Gause and Bryan Gause. It is known that at least two of these sons moved to
Brunswick County prior to the Revolution--probably about 1762 when William Gause,
Jre purchased land on Shallotte Sound. John Gause also moved here about the
same time and both of these brothers served in the Revolution. William was



wounded and lost a leg. He later served in the House of Commons from Brunswick
County in 1778 when he was thirty-three years of age. His home seems to have been
at or near Gause's Landing, Bishop Francis Asbury, in his journals, speaks of
visiting "Father William Gause" on several occasions, He was also host to Presi-
dent George Washington on his southern tour on April 27, 1791. 1In his diary,
Washington wrote: "Monday 25th. Dined with the citizens of the place at a public
dinner given by them -- went to a Ball in the evening at which there were 62 ladies -=
illuminations, bonfires & etc. Tues. 26th. April: Having sent my carriage across
the day before, I left wilmington about 6 o'clock accompanied by most of the Gentle-
men of the town and breakfasted at Mr. Ben Smith's; lodged at one Russ 25 miles from
Wilmington -- an indifferent house. Wddnesday, April 27, 1791: Breakfasted at
Willm. Gause's a little out of the direct Road 1l miles -- crossed the boundary line
between No. & South Carolina abt. half after 12 o'clock which is 10 miles from
Gauses --dined at a private house (one Cochran's,) about 2 miles farther -- and
lodged at Mr. Vareen's 14 miles more and 2 miles short of the long bay..."

John Gause, the Revolutionary Veteran and brother of William, Jr., is a knowm
ancestor of Mrs. Stone and perhaps also of Mrs. McNeil. He was also the father of
John Julius Gause who was responsible for having the o0ld Gause Tomb built.

Just below the Barolina Boundary there is a village called Little River
which has existed since before the Revolution. The first post office was opened
there on August 20, 1823, with John B. Bruard serving as Postmaster. An 1820 map
of the Little River area shows "Bruard's Store" located near the present day boat
emk docks, This was evidently the location of the post office. In his will dated
January 20, 1827, John B. Bruard leaves all his possessions to "my affectionate
son-in-law, John Julius Gause."

John Julius Gause married first, his cousin, Elizabeth Bacot Gause, daughter
of William Gause, Jre., but she apparently died young. He next married Maria Theresa
Bruard, the postmaster's daughter. He also had a third marriage to Emily R. Miller.

The will of John Julius Gause is dated 3 May 1836 and was proved in September
1836. It is recorded in Will Book B, Page 171, Southport, N. C. In this will he

not only names his children and grandchildren but authorizes the building of the
Gause Tomband tells us who is to be interred there:

; "Reserving from (aforementioned distribution) a sum sufficient to build a
family vault for the interment of my remains and that of my family as hereinafter
directed. It is my request that my body should be placed in the vault with my -
two dead wives until a new one can be built at the old family grounds on the
plantation late the residence of Samuel Gause, deceased, estate. Then I request
my executors to have my own remains interred therein, those of my two wives, Mr.
and Mrs. Bruards and my children that are within the vault or lie interred in the
old burying ground. This I enjoin on my executors to have carried into effect
immediately after my death.

"8on, Frederick B., Friend and kinsman, Samuel Frink, sons John P., Samuel S.
and George W. Gause, Executors....3 May 1836....John J. Gause" :
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THE 1800 CENSUS OF BRUNSWICK COUNTY

cOmpilednfrom Micro-film records in the Wilninghon Public Librery, Wilmington, N, C,
b y Mrs, ILucille D, Blake,

The 1800 Census separated the white males and the white females and divided them into
the following age groups: under 10 , 10 to 16, 26 to 45, and 45 and over, all other
free persons, and slaves,. T =

sons

White

&
Males Females 3,
()
(0]
— N ~ 3 & — N~ & Uc)l
O | b glitay op
Beggl WiRoRE Zd
Elkanah Allen 0 10
Benjamin Rowell 1
Elkanah Allen 0
Ezekiah Jacobs 0
George Kersey 0
Richmond Chavors 0

Thomas Newel
Joshua Newel
Mary Newel
William Boyd
Richard Davis
Jesse Bratley
James Jones
James Lewis
John Vines
Josiah Brown
William Keith
Caleb Peavy
William Keith
William Ketta
Nehemiah Ketta
Jno, Gordon Gammon
Solomon Taylor:

O==2DOMNMW_L00_2NOO0O0CO0O0*NVWOOO-0N
OCO0O0-200000_2,0200000 220000 NMNNO

CO0—200—20—200 2000023000003 0000000000 =
000,022 0000—2 2022000000000 00000000

O-=2=200Q000~2,00000000Q000 02 DO0O00O0 =10

e L U EEERE (T
caimvbl CRERC A

Si G Ras A RE . CERRAR o

f

000002002000 =20200000NON=0000200Q0O0=NO

O—=200 0000220000, 0000002000000 0000000
m_OOOO‘.}OOOOOOOI\)OOOOOOw%OOOOOO}OOOOOQI.\&OOO

Joshua Plot

Caleb Peavy

William Liles

James Ellis

William Dry - s 0 40) p
Mary Roots —2 17
Richard Claton - - 10 1
Mary Berry -1 - 10 1
Jemes Williams -2 - 10 14
Roger Freeman - 0 - 00 0
Ozias Littleton -1 -1 1
Margaret Williams = O -0 0 1
Daniel Curry -0 -0 0 0
Isaac Scipper -0 -0 0 0



Page 2

1800 CENSUS OF BRUVSWICK COUNTY, conte

@] 0 (@] ownoMm ~\O
OO~ O"O=MDODDODOO oMnor~rooOooocrOoO O +Om@11128%1000020/20000010000
OO0

~ ~
08006070005600012000500000010000 OOOOOOOOOKJO)/D?A./OOOOO

_________:______:___4_._:__:_________________________

000101000000000000000000101010000100111100000000000011
00010100000011000002002112001001000017N2‘l.00000000001020
OOOOOOO01000000000120000010OOOOO010011.00130110000001000
0&012010023000010001ONO010010002010201ﬁp0307)1110000000301

FoaSRuRRCRT MR SEEE - REENESSEEEE . L aETEL

000101000000000000000000010000000000111100000000000010
TO1001011100101001010001100001100111000011 ipdielleloflefoflofR X _lofo
. « v T
100111000000010000000010020000010001020100000000000001

s £
. S 8 g L be 2 &8 9 . i , 4
g & § d2fs wralsg.9f8 E o8 _ Goseft .eBl.ub .ub. &
PRl L L P P P T P L PR S E AN AT
g eegbBE o QHOM O © 0 0 gl PO HondS 8§ 5T Baaspbap =
~l3) WL& Qv MH H Haﬁ enm HB GM m %VikMDcctoPcimm
: Smﬁ S E g Sgo @ T EEb exdpg  RG nnom v o §
msC b.mu.H o mbmshhsswss i Sm_l.m i.LB..ma,vaoadP.m @sePS..m il o
- o) MmeheP emeeemr Q> by o - _ 00 m& dwres eem
R R D e e L R L YT
g BJSJJJW&%JJSCJ%%JJA&MLBM&&JHWJ%JJJ&MSJ%&GMJJJ%%JJJH



Page 3

1800 CENSUS OF BRUVSWICK COUNTY, conte.

0 N L st 9 ) et
01120”35100000000”0000120013 num37118020100170004013901
ODO0ODODODDOODDODODDOOODDOO OO0 DO OO O OO DO OODOOOOO0DOODEDOOD

BT TANNER . ENEEE o A ENRE I ANNRNY eeEiE

= OO0 TTOTOROYyOOOO™OT OO ODOOOOO0ODOOO T OO O O D
Or-0O0OFTrrrOTrOTrY0O00+ 0000 ~O O rmOFrmrO0O0rANrr~O+~O0Or-r00O0OT~000O O
O 00000000~ NODOTr*~O0Or-rO0O00000ODD T OO OO0~ -O0OY0 00D NO™0ODD
NNDOOFTODODFTOOODOMTrTO-NOO0OONOO OO0 ODOOTrO0O000MOOODTr™0nD
OODONNNTNODOODONMNOOOT™OTTOO0r D000 TOrr - NOODODODO0O0OTOTDONO

FrEpY R RN - REEY R  CRGIEEC s gRe

Or-rO0OT-00000D0ODT OO T OO0 T rOFryFrOrYyFOT0O0O00ODOODOT™TO™ OO 0ODT™00D ™ 0O v0D0O0O
0000 Tr OO0 T 0000 T~ OO0OTFODO0O0DODOT TFOFTrODOT~r0O0OD+~0OO0OO0OTrDOOT™ O N+
OO OrOO0OMONMOTOONTT 0000 NONOTOOT DO NODOODOT~0ODO+rOTrO++~ODDOO«D
0O00O0OTNODOO0O0OOODOOFT~DOOOOT-TNOOONNDOOONDODDODOTMNOOOOODOOOT™ OO
CONDOONT+TNOOOOT T~ rOMNr-~rNr OO0+~ T~rO0ONTD0OOONDOOTDOMOOOT0OO MO M+ N+
RS AR SRR G ERETE SR - L SR R B e

: d ; 5 i
= 2 w . SSS.S W @ 3 W-S . m Wo 4
ﬁmMm H mMssdd% immmm MWPM 0 W ew Hm suﬂ@wmc m m
mmmemmmmmmMmmwmwmmm%mmwMWthMM%mewmmm”mmwmmmmwm%mwmm
PrE FEPEERR T I Bl St L E LR P EE Ea CH L KT
et e e e R e T L
SRR ERER R EE PR R Kk R i) R PR ER R Rk KRR R KR RP:




