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Brynfrick in Nortk-Corolina, Scptember 23.

N fatarday the 2d infltant in the evening, 3 floops came

: off our bar, but as there was not time to bring them in

that pight, the pilors did not go on board until the next

mnorning, when they found them to be 2 fpanij priva-

teers from the buaomna, ard a floop from Joutb-cavelina they had

tsken The commodore wasa large floop, of 130 tons, named

the forturs,

cent Iopess: "T'he other {loop not near fo large of 4 4 pouaders, 4
6 poanders, and 12 fwivels, jo/iph leon munss commander.

It feems their defign was to take the ncgroes that were at work
on our fort; but being inform'd that few or none of them ftaid
there on fundays, and they werc moltly at drunfavict, they obliged
the pilots to carry them there, which ‘was done without our difco-
vering they were enemies, *iill they anchored before the town and
had Bred at fome boats that retreaced on finding their miftake.
At the fame time a large number of men, which they had landed

miles below the town, appeareé within 100 yards of us. It
is ealy to imagine the confufion people muft be in at {uch a fur-

ize - In Mort, every body (that was able) ran, with whatever
they could firlt lay their hands on,
fion of alt the veilels in the harbour,
bur[ill, the fnow dirchficld, capt. avakefeld, the brigt. diamond,
capt. dugrion, the {loop , capt, foddart, and feveral {mall
craft. *They allo took 2 or 3 men belonging to the town, in
boats. ' :

‘I'he party they had landed fhot = failor as he endeavoured to ef-
cape from them, and on entering the town took jobn jear, efq; our
colleéror, prifouer, who fired upan the whole party, and recaved
their fire swithout.any damage. After this they plundered and de-
firoyed every thing, without fear of being difturbed 3 and their
confdence added nota little to our difcouragement, as we were
informed they had taken feveral of our people, whom undoubtedly
! account of our weaknefs. However all
the necellary feps were raken, in {ending to alarm the country and
10 wet afliftunce of the king's fhips at Sfouth-carolina.

' On monday L “ych, about 25 or 30 men appeared at the place
us by capt. awilliam diy, but the greater
it of us being mhabiants of brunfavick who had loft our arms
' could be attempted thai day, efpecially
a5 our neighbeurs neither afiited us with men nor any thing elfe

we wanied,  Fnothe mean time the fhip bannab, capt. jobn Jmith,

that was got agroand about 3 miles higher up the river (in endea-
vouring lo go farther up) was taken by the /forerta without oppo-

finon. . A
O tuei 'y the 6th we mufter’d about 8o men, white and black,
22 of waigh were ufelefs for ‘want of arms. With this number
capt. dry marched cowards the town, and the fcouts fent out feeing
nothing o diturb them, he m:;;cit"d on "ull he got behind the

of war was held, in confequence of which was

iz, the fhip wancy, capt.

wirlh which he in a few minutes furprized a nember of thee-
memy that were rolimg of goods. Upon hearing the fire, capt.
ey (Comciudivg Heut, mudre Was engag with lh-e-cagmy}n march'd
$ir wisole body in to hi< aflitance.  All the cnemy in this part of
she town were eitner kill'd or taken, ard our myg& purfuing their
‘good fortunc “tili they were faluzed with a very hot fire
commodare floop's great guas, which obliged them to be more on
their guard, but however did not prevens their killing or taking all
the fhragglers. . :

TN,

of 10 6 pounders and 14 {wivels, commarded by win-.

whilit the fpanards ook poifef-

from the

The town being thus clear'd of the enemy, our men lay on their
arms under cover of a high bank to prevent the landing any more
men, which was not attempted 5 but the commodore’s foep con-
tinued fring, when to our great amazenicnt and {it may believec)
joy, fhe blew up: A terrible, tho’ in our circamftances a plealing
fight. As they had feized all the fmall crafe ac their firft coming,
our peeple could find only one {ma'l canow to fave thofe that had
got upon the wreck, by which means many were drown’'d tbat
might have been faved. In this confufion the mate and fome of the
crew of the /irehfield, cut her cables and run her athore. 'V he zane
¢y having 20 fponiard, on board, with z of the ferriita’s guns, no-
thing could be done with Ler, for (he began to fire upon us ina few
Minutes after the commodore blew up.

When this accident happened, the other privateer, (which was
up the river to get the Hamnah off, attempied to burn that fhip
but Lad not time) hoifted bloody colouts, and camc down to town,
In pafling the hon. roger moere, efgs's houfe, they fired two fhot at
it, which did no damage ; butas foon as fhe anchor’d before the
town, fhe fired pretiy {martly vpon us, in the mean while attemp-
ting teveral times 1o get the {now off, but were prevented by our
fuiall arms.  In the evening they took dowa their bloody colours
and hoifted white in their fhrouds, and fenta partuguefc an Thore
with a flag of truce, defiring to have Jiberty to go oft with all the
vefiels, and promificg on that condition to do no further damage.
Capt. dry made anfiver, that they might think themfelves well off
to get away W ith their own vefiel,that he would not confent to their
carrying away ary other, and would take care they fhould do no
more damage ; but propofed to let them go without interruption if
they would deliver up all the englifi prifoners they had, withi every
thing belonging to the place. T'o this they made no anfwer, but
buficd themiclves in making every thing ready 1o fail the next mor-
ming with the (hip zancy.

On wedneiday the 7th, between 1 and 2 o’clock iu the morning,
major jokn fruen, with the captains jores, fampion, afe and byrae,
and fuch of their men as could be fpar'd from the defence of Wil
mington {our metropolis) to the nember of 130, landed above.
brunfvick, but did not join our men in town until day-fight (and

{ome time after the lorerta and her prize were {ail’d) belryg appre-

henfive that we might fire upon them in the dark, miftaking them
for enemies. : :

Finding the loretta gone with the nancy, major frvar ordered all
the men to march to farz-jobnjlan at the mouth of the river, toen-
deavour to ftop the enemy there ; but they having a fair wind and
a ftrong gale, paffed the fort before the major got there. They
expeéing to be fopt at the fort, hoifted a flag of truce when they
got there, but not fecing it anfwered, fired 2 fhot at it (which hurt
no body, for our engineer and bg%agnc? were gone long before) and
came to an anchor under bald bead. There they lay all this Day
under their white flag, and in the eveain% fent captains fmieh(of the
hannab) wakeficld, and fmith (of the jout earclina floop) with 3 or
4 failors,, athore, defiring to exchange prifosers.

Thuriday the 8th, major Jrwan fent capt. Jjampfon with a flag of
truce, to treat about the exchange of prifoners. He told them the
reafon why he had not brought man for man, was, that they were
fent up a great way into the country, that they were however fent
for, and as foon as they arrived, they thould have the fame number
as they had landed and as continued on board. The fpariard an-
fwered that he would ftay "till 2 or 3 o'clock in the afternoon and
no longer, for that as the whole expedition had been attended with
ill luck, fome other accident might happen, as the arrival of a man
of war or privateer ; that he intended to give the /ourh-coroling ﬂoos
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to the pilot, and that he would put all the'"Englishmen" he had
on board here, and desired that his people might be well used
and returned as sooh as possible, Accordingly about 3 o'clock,
he sail'd and carried the ship and "South Carolina" Sloop with:
him, At the same time a brigt appeared to which he gave chase,
in a little time we lost sight of 'em all, He has carried our
vilot off.

We can get no positive account what number of men they
brought in here, but by the number they carried out, (between-
70 and 80) and the great number buried and still to be buried,
We judged they had about 260, How many our men killed is also
very uncertain, since they were mostly shot in the water or
thrown in afterwards; But we reckon this expedition has cost
them (in killed and blown up) 140 men, amont whom capt, lopez
and all his officers,

They have done us all the mischief they possibly could,
for what they did not carry away they broke or cut to pieces.,
The negroes (whom they came to take) were of great service
to us, and so exasperated, that they would have given no
quarter had they not been stopt. We have not lost one man,
and had but two slightly wounded,

Upon the whole, we have just reason to be thankful to
Almighty God, as from the beginning of these our misfortunes,
we had no reason to think we should so well or so soon get
rid of our enemies: For, not withstanding, our ignorance in
military affairs, our want or arms and ammunitions (having
but 3 charges per man when we attacked them) the delay of our
friends in coming to our assistance, and the small number we
were composed of (many of which were negroes), He has crowned
our attempt with Success,

&Bele8nBuleBeleleleRli 8Bl A&l eBebele

We are indebted to Miss Virginia Rugheimer, of the
Charleston Library Society, Charleston, South Carolina, far
allowing us to reprint the above historic account of the
Spanish attack, which appeared in the "South Carolina Gazette"
newspaper, October 31, 1748, This very vivid report of the
Spanish privateers! escapade in Brunswick, is probably one
of the most swashbuckling, romantic incidents happening in
this town's history. It was probably recounted and magnified
by veterans of this attack, many years later, One reading
the article would definitely say that the writer was in the
midst of the intruders, We are very fortunate to have had
this episode recorded for those interested in local history
today., There are many questions which perhaps will be
answered in the years to come, for instance, who wrote the
eye-witness account, where were the Spanish dead buried, can
the location of the sloop Fortune, which exploded and sunk
off the port of Brunswick be determined for under-water
exploration? ' ’

R. V. Asbury, Jr,
Editar :
&8l BeBeBeBeBBlediReBoleoboe,

Anyone desiring additional information on Brunswick Town may
write to P, O, Box 3544, Wilmington, North Carolina, For those
who want to obtain back copies of the NEWSLETTER, or receive
any information about Brunswick County history, please write
to the Brunswick County Historical Society, P, 0, Box 22,
Winuzbow, North Carolina,

It i3 the desire of the Historical Society to preserve our
history today, for tomorrow,




